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Estimate of the extent of opiate overdose in Ukraine

Tokar, Anna, Andreeva, Tatiana

BACKGROUND: Overdose is known to be among
leading causes of death in injection drug users
(IDUs). However, there is no official statistics in
Ukraine with regard to both fatal and nonfatal

overdose. We aimed to estimate the scope of the

problem and level of provided help to those who
have suffered overdose.

METHODS: Data from bio-behavioral survey con-

ducted among IDUs in 2007 (N=8575) with gen-

eral questions about having experienced overdose
and specialized survey among participants of over-
dose prevention and response program conducted

in 2010 (N=2821) were considered. The special-

ized survey inquired personal experience of over-

dose and received help, witnessing overdose in

others and providing help. Data triangulation was

used to estimate the scope of the problem.

RESULTS: Among the participants of the special-

ized survey, 1918 witnessed overdoses and 550 of
them said that help was delivered late. Thus, up to

29% of overdoses could be fatal.

According to the results of the bio-behavioral sur-

vey, 35-37% of self-prepared opiates users have

ever experienced overdose, while among all IDUs
current opiate users constitute 53% and 80% are
ever users. Among the participants of the special-
ized survey, a larger proportion are current opiate

users (73%), and 70% have ever suffered over-

dose with 19% within the last six months. Of 1201
opiate overdoses reported by the participants of
the specialized survey, 179 have reported to have
received specific treatment with naloxone which
constitutes 15%.

With estimated number of IDUs in Ukraine around
300 thousand, this makes 159 thousand opiate
users, 57 thousand those who have ever suffered
overdose and 15 thousand those who suffered
overdose within last six months. Of these, 4 thou-
sand could have died and 2 thousand could have
received specific treatment with naloxone.

CONCLUSION: We estimate that 30 thousand non-
fatal and 8 thousand fatal overdoses may happen
in Ukraine per year.
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OneHka KoJIN4eCcTBA Nepe03MPOBOK HAPKOTHKAMH ONMOMIHOIO PAia B

Ykpaune

Tokap AHHa BrnagnmupoBHa, AHgpeesa TaTbsiHa MnbuHMYHA
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Ouinka KiJIbKOCTI Iepe03yBaHb HAPKOTUKAMM OMIOIIHOIO psALY B YKpaiHi

Tokap AHHa BonogmmupisHa, AHgpeesa TeTsiHa InnisHa
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AKTYAJIbHICTb: MNepeno3yBaHHs € OAHIEO 3 OC-
HOBHWX MPUYUH CMEPTi CMOXMBAUIB iH'EKLINHUX
HapkoTukiB. OgHak, B YKpaiHi BiACyTHA odiuiliHa
CTaTUCTMKA WOAO KiNIbKOCTI nepefo3yBaHb Ta Je-
TanbHUX BUNAAKIB BHAcNiAoK nepeao3yBaHsb.
MeToto gocnigxeHHs 6yno ouiHMTM MacwTabu
[aHoi npobnemMun Ta CTyniHb HaAaHHSA 4OMOMOrM
rnpuv nepefosyBaHHAX.

METOAW: Bynu BUKOpUCTaHi AaHi 6io-nosBeaiHKo-
BOro gocnigxeHHs cepea CIH 2007 poky
(N=8575), B AKOMY MiCTUANCb 3arafbHi MUTaHHSA
rnpo A0CBiA nepeao3yBaHb, Ta crieuianisoBaHoro
LOCNIIXEHHS, IKe MpOoBOAWIIOCH Cepell yYaCHUKIB
nporpamMu npodinakTuku Ta BiANOBIAI HA Nepeno-
3yBaHHA 2010 poky (N=2821). CneuianizoBaHe
[OCNiAXeHHs BKOYano B cebe iHpopMauito woao
ocobucToro AocBiAy Nepeno3yBaHb, CBiAOUTBA ne-
pefo3yBaHb iHWKX Ta HagaHHA gonomorun. [na
OuiHKM MacwTabiB NpobaeMn BUKOPUCTAHO TpiaH-
rynsauito gaHunx.

PE3YJIbTATWN: Cepesn y4yacHuUKIB crneLianisoBaHoro
pocnigxeHHs 1918 6ynu cBigkaMu nepenosyBaHb
iHWKnx, 550 3 HMX nmoBigoMmnu, Wo gonomora 6yna
HajaHa i3 3ani3HeHHsM. TaknuM 4ymHoM, 29% nepe-
[03yBaHb MOIMIM 3aKiHYMTUCh NeTasibHMM BMNaa-
KOM.

3rigHo 3 pe3ynbTaTaMu 6io-NoBeAiHKOBOIro AoCnia-
XeHHs, 53% pecnoHAEeHTIB CNoXuBanu oniatu Ha

yac onutyBaHHs Ta 80% cnoxuBanu Konu-Hebyab
y XuTTi, @ 35-37% cnoxwueayis 0CO6UCTO BUrOTOB-
JNIeHuX oniaTiB KoNMn-Hebyab y XUTTi Manu BUNaAKu
rnepeno3ysaHb. Cepe/ yyacHUKiB crneLianizoBaHoro
pocnigxeHHs 6yno 6inble oci6, Wwo cnoxmeanu y

AaHul yac oniatn (73%), 70% pecnoHAEeHTIB NoBi-
[OMUAN NPO AOCBiA Nepefo3yBaHb NPOTArom
XUTTH, 3 GKMX 19% Tpanuiocb NpoOTArOM OCTaHHIX
6 micauis. 3 1201 sMnaaKy nepenosyBaHHS onia-
TaMmu cepef pecrnoHAeHTIB crneuiani3oBaHoro Ao-
cnigxeHHsa y 179 Bunaaky 6yB 3acTocoBaHwUi
HaNOKCOH, Wo cknagae 15%.

Buxoasum 3 ouiHovHoro yncna CIH B Ykpaini —
300 TnCaY, MOXHa NpUNycTUTK, Wwo 159 Tucauy €
CrnoXusavamu oniaTiB, 3 AKnx 57 Tncay manu go-
CBiZl Mepefo3yBaHHA MPOTAroM XuTttsd, 15 Tncay
AKUX TPanuancb NpoOTAroM OCTaHHIX 6 Micauis.
OTxe, 4 TUCAYI TakKnX BUMaAKIB MOM/IM NMPU3BECTU
[0 CMepTi, i nwe B 2 TucAaYax BUNagKis Mir 6ytn
3aCTOCOBaHWMMN HaMOKCOH.

BVMCHOBKMW: 3rigHo 3 npoBeAeHOt0 OLIHKOO, B
YKpaiHi MOXYTb LWopiyHO Tpannsatuce 30 TucsaY ne-
penosyBaHb, 8 TUCAY 3 AKUX MOXYTb 6YTU neTanb-
HUMMU.

KNKOYOBI CJZTOBA: cnoxwuBadi iH €eKLiMHNX HapKo-
TWKiB, OMiOIAHI HAPKOTNKKN, Nepeao3yBaHHA, Ha-
JIOKCOH, CMepTesibHi BUNaaKku nepenosyBaHHS,
HecMepTenbHi BUNagKu rnepenosysaHb, YKpaiHa.
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