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Is condom use by men who have sex with men associated with awareness about HIV?

Tatiana Fomenko

BACKGROUND. In all countries, most
men who have sex with men (MSM) are
at higher risk of getting HIV, which is
caused by practices of unprotected sexual
contacts. The level of awareness about
the problem among general population
and high-risk groups in some way affects
the attitude to it. Accordingly, current
level of knowledge/awareness about
HIV/AIDS and their perception deter-
mines behavioral models practiced by the
population and its groups. The objective
of the study was to estimate the associa-
tion between the sources of information
about HIV and condom use by MSM.

METHODS. The survey of 886 MSM
was conducted in 2004 and covered the
cities of Kyiv, Lviv, Odessa, Mykolayiv,
Kharkiv, Donetsk, and Luhansk. In each

city, MSM were recruited proportionally
to the size of the population of this city.

RESULTS. Those most used by MSM re-
cently sources of information about
HIV/AIDS were television (58%) and
print media (50%). Less common
sources of information were reference lit-
erature (brochures, posters), Internet,
friends/acquaintances, sexual partners,
popular-science books, employees of
medical institutions and NGOs working
with MSM. Such sources of information
as radio, parents and relatives, staff/col-
leagues, teachers and law enforcement
institutions played a minor role among
the studied group. Logistic regression
analysis showed the following sources of
information about HIV/AIDS to be sig-
nificantly associated with condom use:
television, print media (newspapers, jour-

nals), reference literature (brochures,
posters), information from parents/rela-
tives and friends/acquaintances.

CONCLUSIONS. Information about
HIV/AIDS more often comes to the tar-
get group through sources that do not in-
volve direct contact with the target group
(television, print media, reference books
and Internet), than through those which
involve direct contact, e.g. social envi-
ronment (parents and relatives, col-
leagues, or sexual partners). The level of
awareness is associated with condom
use; however; the use of particular
sources of information is rather the alter-
native measure for belonging to certain
social groups which are characterized by
safer behavior, than causal association
between information and behavior can be
assumed to be present.

Yu BIuiuBa€ piBeHb NMOiH(OPMOBAHOCTI HA KOPUCTYBAHHS NMpe3epPBATUBAMH Cepel
40JI0BIKiB, IKi IPAKTUKYKOTh CEKC i3 4oJ10BiKamu ?

domeHko TeTtaHa BacuniBHa

AKTVYAJIBHICTb. B ycix kpainax cBity
YOJIOBIKH, sIKi IPAKTHKYIOTh CEKC 13 4O0-
nosikamu (UCY), Hanexars J10 TPy mij-
BHUIIEHOTO pU3NKy iHpikyBatucs BIJI,
1110 3yMOBJICHO MPAKTHKYBaHHIM HE3aXH-
IIEHUX CTaTeBHX KOHTAKTiB. PiBeHb 1m0-
iH(OPMOBAHOCTI HacEJIEHHs Ta LILOBOT
IPYIH NI0J0 TPOOIEMH IEBHUM YHHOM
(dopmye craieHHs 110 Hel. BinmosinHo,
MTOTOYHUY PiBEHBb 0013HAHOCTI/TIOTH(OP-
moBanocTi ipo BUUI/CHIJI i cpopmoBane
LIUM PiBHEM CTaBJICHHS JI0 POOIEMHU
BII/CHI/ Ta oxpemux ii acriexkTiB BIUU-
BalOTh Ha MOJICJI MTOBEIIHKH, IKi TPAKTHU-
Ky€ HACEJICHHS Ta TPYIH IiIBUILICHOTO
pu3uKy. MeTor HOCITIIKSHHS € OLIHUTH
3B’5130K MK JpKeperaMu iHpopMaii npo
BIJI/CHI/ Ta BUKOpHUCTaHHSIM Ipe3epBa-
tuBiB YCY.

METO/IU. OnuryBanns 886 UCY Oyrmo
mposeneHo y 2004 poti i BKITFOYAIo pec-
MTOHJICHTIB y TaKUX MicCTax, sk KuiB,
JIsBiB, Oneca, Muxomnais, Xapkis, [lo-
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HelpK, JIyrancbk. Y KO)KHOMY MICTi
kinpkicts UCY Oyna mpezacrasieHa mnpo-
MOPIIITHO 10 KUTBKOCTI HACEICHHS IIHOTO
micra.

PE3VJIBTATU. JIxepenamu, 3 IKUX OITH-
tani YCY Haituacrimie 3a OCTaHHIN dac
OTPUMYBAJIX iHPOPMAIIIIO TTPO
BUI/CHI/, 6ynu Tenebagenns (58%) ta
npyxosati 3MI (50%). Menm nomruipe-
HUMH OyJIH Taki JpKepena iHpopmartii, sk
JTOBiZIKOBA JTiTepaTypa (OyKiIeTH, mia-
KaTH), IHTEpHET, Apy3i/3HaiioMi, HayKOBO-
TIOITYJISIpPHA JIITepaTypa, MpalliBHUKH
MEIMYHUX 3aKJIa/1iB, HeJepKaBHUX Opra-
HizaIi#, mo nparroroTs 3 YCY, Ta cek-
cyanpHu# maptHep. Taki mKepena
iH(opmarii, K pamio, 6aTbKK Ta POANYI,
CHiBpOOITHUKH/KOJIETH TI0 POOOTI, BU-
KJIa/1adi Ta MpaniBHUKN TTPAaBOOXOPOHHUX
3aKJIa/liB MaJIy MiHIMaJIbHE 3HAYCHHS
JUTS JOCHIKYBaHOI TpymnH. JloricTHaHMiA
perpeciifHuii aHai3 moka3aB Taki 3Ha-
gyl Jkepena indopmarii, mos’s3aHi 3

BUKOpUCTaHHsIM Tipe3epBaruBiB YCY: Te-
nebavyenHs, apykosani 3MI (razern,
JKypHaJIN), 10BiIKOBa JtiTeparypa (Oyk-
JIeTH, TUIaKaTH), iH(opMallist Big 6aTh-
KiB/pozindiB 1 Jpy3iB/3HaHOMHUX.

BUCHOBKU. Iadopmariis mpo
BIUT/CHI/ maifuacTimre HaAXOAUTh JI0
LiTHOBOI TPYIIN 3 JDKEpEl, sIKi He Tiepen-
0a4aroTh MPSMOTO KOHTAKTY 3 HITHOBOIO
rpymoro (TenedbadeHus, qpykoBani 3MI,
JIOBIZTKOBA JIiTepaTrypa Ta iHTepHET), HiXkK
3 THX, L0 NepeadavdaroTh MpSIMHN KOH-
TaKT, & CaMe COL[iaJbHEe OTOYCHHS
(6aTpKH Ta pOIMHUi, KOJIETH IO pOOOTi,
ceKcyalbHui maptHep). PiBeHs moindop-
MOBAHOCTI Ma€ 3B 30K 3 KOPUCTYBAHHIM
Ipe3epBaTHBAMH, OHAK KOPHCTYBaHHS
TIepeTiueHNMH DKeperaMu iHpopMartii
pajie XapakTepH3ye HAICKHICT 10
NIEBHUX COLIaJIBHUX IPYIL, SIKa € IIPUYH-
HOIO Oe3MeyHImoi MOBEAIHKH, HIXK ICHY-
BaHHS MPHYUHHO-HACIITKOBOTO 3B’ 3Ky
MiX iH(hopMaIIi€ro Ta MOBEIIHKOIO.
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